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17 August 2020  
 

 
Dear Janet  
 
Thank you for your letter of 10 August on behalf of the Petitions committee regarding the 
wearing of face masks / coverings to be made mandatory in shops.  Our advice remains the 
same as for petition P-05-998, although, the position on whether to make face masks 
mandatory is under continuous review. The FM covered this in his Facebook live session 
this week – reported on BBC here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-53734928 

The evidence remains clear that the most effective way to protect yourself and others from 
infection is to follow social distancing rules, avoid touching surfaces and your face, and 
wash your hands regularly. There is evidence to suggest that the wearing of face coverings 
gives people a false sense of security which makes them less careful about social 
distancing and handwashing.  

It should be noted that it is compulsory to wear a face covering on public transport in Wales 
if you are aged 11 or over, aside from some exceptions which mean the requirement would 
not apply. The requirement is part of a wide range of restrictions and requirements that seek 
to contain the spread of the virus, however, we will make them mandatory in other places if 
coronavirus starts to spread in Wales again.  

The main justification for wearing face coverings on public transport is that there is less 
scope in buses, trains, aeroplanes and taxis for taking other steps to minimise the risk of 
exposure to coronavirus.  

 

mailto:Gohebiaeth.Ken.Skates@llyw.cymru
mailto:Correspondence.Ken.Skates@gov.wales
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-wales-politics-53734928&data=02%7C01%7CClaire.McDonald3%40gov.wales%7Cfe35b88dff0a4462132008d83e98d890%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637328173468775593&sdata=ji5rz1YczF91foDUAHOCTAUTB7MdsXlqq2a0QzVYeGc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

On public transport passengers are generally confined to a seat for the duration of the 
journey and movement away from other passengers is often not possible. Please see the 
attached guidance. https://gov.wales/requirement-wear-face-covering-public-transport-wales  

 
 
Yours sincerely  
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